
More About Bach’s Air - “On the G String” 

J. S. Bach's Air on the G String, a beloved and serene piece of classical music, is the popular 

name for the second movement of his Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D major, BWV 1068. Originally 

written for a small orchestra, the piece gained its famous moniker from a 19th-century 

arrangement by the German violinist August Wilhelmj, who transposed the piece from its 

original key of D major to C major and arranged it to be played solely on the G string of the 

violin. With other strings or a keyboard accompaniment, this gives the melody a rich, sonorous, 

and deeply expressive quality that has captivated listeners for generations. This arrangement, 

far from being a mere novelty, brought the work to a much wider audience and solidified its 

place as one of the most recognizable and cherished melodies in the entire classical repertoire. 

Two versions of my transcription of this perennial favorite are available:  for standard brass and 

wind quintets. 

 


